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Concerning the WORSHIP of the Living God, Ly Kr 
he teacheth I[rael his People, Who know him to be the 
only true God , and the Worſhip which be teacheth 
them , to be the only true Spiruual Worſhip. 


| IVith ſome Queſtions and Anſwers relating to Converhon, 
| and to Tenderneſs of Conſcience, * _— 


Ecauſe the Worſhip of God is a weighty thing, and there 
have been ( and ltill are ) ſo many Errors about it, and 


the Errors. therein are of ſuch dangerous conſequence, 

both in relation to mens Eternal ERtate hereafter, and 
to. their right Conſtitution, Peace and Welfare in this World : 
and becaule I have had deep experience concerning the #orſhip of 
God from a Child, having travelled in ſpirit with my God for the 
right knowledge thereof, and in fingleneſs of heart giving up un- 
to him, according as he hath taught and led my poor, needy, de- 
| pending ſoul : I ſay, Therefore 1s it on my heart, to anſwer ſome 
te Queſtions concerning the Worſhip of God, for the ſervice of 
ſuch, as both defire and need inſtruQtion therein. 


ueſt. 1. Who « the Worſhipper, the acceptable Worſhipper in the 
kebeof God ? Or whom hath Gol choſen out, to hold ry (0 Warſhry 
in the ſight of the World, ſince Be rejefled the Jews with their Wor Pp; 
That God hath appointed a choſen People to Worſhip him, that 

I preſuppoſe : though, if need were, the proof thereof might be. 
ready at hand. It is not every man that would thruſt himſelf upon 
the Lord, whom the Lord will accept : but the Father ſeekgth fach 
to worſhip him, John 4.23: There is a capacity to be found in 
man, to make him a Worſhipper , even ſucha capacity, as may 
enable him to perform that Worſhip, which God requireth of 
him. Now that is the thing to be enquired into, What this capa- 
city is, and who are the perſons that are found 1n this capacity ? | 
Anſw. The Worſhipper in the times of the Goſpel, the Wor- 
ſhipper under the wy is he that us born of God, = 
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Concerning the WORSHIP of the Living God, which 
be teacheth Iſrael his People, who know him to be the 
only true God , and the Worſhip which be teacheth 
them , to be the only true Spiritual Worſhip. 


IVith ſome Queſtions and Anſwers relating to Converhon, 
and to Tenderneſs of Conſcience, * is 


Ecauſe the Worſhip of God is a weighty thing, and there 

have been ( and itil are ) ſo many Errors about it, and 
the Errors. therein are of ſuch dangerous conſequence, 

| both in relation to mens Eternal Eſtate hereafter, and 
to. their right Conſtitution, Peace and Welfare in this World : 
and becaule I have had deep experience concerning the #orſhip of 
God from a Child, having travelled in ſpirit with my God for the 
right knowledge thereof, and-in fingleneſs of heart giving up un- 
to him, according as he hath taught and led my poor, needy, de- 
pending ſoul: 1 ſay, Therefore 1s it on my heart, to anſwer ſome 
few Queſtions concerning the Worſhip of God, for the ſervice of 
ſuch, as both defire and need inſtrution therein, | 


ueſt. 1. Who u the Worſhipper, the accentable Worſhipper in the 
aheof God ? Or whom hath Gol cbaen out, to hold py Warſhiy 
in the ſight of the World, ſince He rejetled the Jews with their Worſhip; 
That God hath appointed a choſen People to Worſhip him, that 

I preſuppoſe : though, if need were, the proof thereof might be. 
ready at hand. It is not every man that would thruſt himſelf upon 
the Lord, whom the Lord will accept : but the Father ſeekerb fach 
to worſhip him, John 4.23: There is a capacity to be found in 
man, to make him a Worſhipper , even ſucha capacity, as may 
enable him to perform that Worſhip, which God requireth of 
him. Now that is the thing to be enquired into, What this capa- 
city is, and who are the perſons that are found in this capacity ? | 
Anſw. The Worſhipper in the times of the Goſpel, the Wor- 


ſhipper under the New-Teltament # he that #« born of God. = 
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thatis drawn out of ine dirk 1j:7\t of this World, and formed a- 
new in the light of God's Spirit. He that is a Jew :nwara, he that 
hath the Uncircumcihon of his heart cut off by the power of God, 
This is the: Worſhipper, whom the Father ecks ro worſhip bins. 
This is the ſort of Worthippers God choſe, when he caſt off the 
ews. God did not chuſe any one Nation, or many Nations, 
inſtead of that one Which he caſt off : but he ſent his Apoſtles and 
Miniſters among all Nations, to gather a Spiricual leed inſtead of 
the natural. And theſe alone are capablz of ietting up, and hold- 
ing forth his ſpiritual Worthip unto the World, and to provoke 
them to wait for, and pre.s toWaxds the capacity of comung into 
the ſame ſpirrtual Worthip wich them. . 
Quett, 2. Which 15 the place of VVorſkip ? , 
Anſw. The only place of Worſhip in the New-Teſtamgnt{is 
where the Spiritual Worſhippers meet together, The plagg is y- 
zitual, As the Worſhip is ſpititual : ſo is the place whwge i 
to be offered. It hath a ſpiritual confideration, not outward as 
under the Law. It is to be offered in the Spirit, that's the place, 
Where doth my ſoul offer its. private Worſhip co God? Hathir 
relation to any outward place ? Or 1s it in the building, which 
God hath reared upin my heart by his Spiit ? which ilding 
Rands in, and is comprebended in his Spixit. And I can offer his 
publick Worſhip in no other place, but.1p- a building of the ſame 
nature, in an houſe built of more, of the ſame Stones, This then 
is the way of Worſhip in the true Light ; Divers living Stones 
meeting together , every one retiring in Spirit into the living 
Name, into the Power which gat them, they all meet in one 
and the ſame place, .in on? and the ſame Power, in one and the 
fame fountain of Life : and here they bow down to the Father of 
Life , offerins up living Sactifices to him , and receiving the 
bread and water of Life from him, and feeding in therich paſtures 
ef his infinite Fulneſs, In the boly City, in- the living Temple 
which is built by God, of the Stone which all ather builders re. 
fuſe, is the place of the Worſhip of the living God, where,thz, 
true Jews meet to offer up their ſpirits, ſouls and bodles, a living, 
Sacrifice ts the Father of Life, and where they meet, with ſuch a 
lorious preſence and power of the Father, as-none. but the.itue. 
$ Were ever acquainted Wath, 


Quekt, 
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Queſt; 3. #hat is the Worſhip, or what are the Sacrifiett, which 
the true Worſhippers offer np to God , in this holy place ? 

Anſw. The Gifts of his Spitit. Theſe they offer up, and no- 
thing elſe, The breathings which the Father gives into the heart 
of the Child, they are breathed hack unto him in the ſame ſpiric 
of Life, in the living Senſe, in the quickening Power, Nothing 
of Man's Wiſdome, nothing of Man's Invention, nothing ac- 
cording to Man's Will, nothing that would pleaſe the Fleſh, or 
ſeem glorious in its Eye, is offered up here : but the Exhortations 
or Diretions, or Reproofs that ſpring up in God's Light, in 
God's Wiſdom, they are given forth in the Leadings, and by the 
Guidance of his Spirit, and they reach to the hearts of thoſe, to 
whom he pleaſeth to dire them, And this is the ground of ſuch 
meltings, and breakings , and conviRions of ſoui ( and ſuch like 
inward operations ) as are frequently found in ſuch Afſemblies, 
For the living God is there, and the dread of his Power over- 
ſpreads the hearts of ſuch, as are gathered into and affembled in 
lis Name ; and the Life ſprings in the earthen Veſlels, and the 
ſavour is precious to all that have their ſpiritual Senſes, *' 

Queſt. 4. hat is the ſeaſon of offering np theſe Gifts ? y 

Anxſw. The ſeaſons of the crrue Worthip ſand in the Will of 
God, They are Gifts, and the time of them Rands in the will of 
the Giver. Prayer is a Gift. A man cannot pray when he will : 
but he is to watch and to wait, when the Father will kindle in 
him living breathings towards himſelf, So the Word of God ( whe- 
ther of Exhortation or Inſtruction ) is a Gift, which is to be wait- 
ed for, and then to be given forth in the life and trength of that 
Spirit, which cauſeth 1t to ſpring. Indeed it 1s an hard matter 
either to ſpeak the Word of the Lord, or to hear the Word of the 
Lord. A man may eaſily ſpeak what he invents, and another may 
eafily hear and judge of ſuch words : but to ſpeak the V Vord of 
Life, requires the Tongue of the Learned 1n the Janguage of 
God's Spirit ; and ro hear the VVord of Life, requires a quicken- 
ed Ear: and to know the times and ſeaſons of the Spirit , re- 
you both being begotten of che Spint, and being acquainted 
WIEN It, 

Queſt. 5. Was this the Worſhip of the former Chriſtians, inthe 
Apoſtles dayes ? 

Anſw, Search the Scriptures : = not they come to the new 
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Terwſalem ? And where did they offer their Sactifices > Did they 
offer thzm in the old Jeruſalem or at Samaria, or the Mountain 
where the Fathers Worthipped ? Or did they not rather offer 
them at the Mount So to which they were come ; where the 
Male of the Flock ( even the Limb without ſpot ) is known, and 
the blood of Sprinkling felt ?. Heb, 12.22,23,24, and 1 Pet.2,y, 
O read, read in the life of God, the nature of the things them- 
ſelves, and do not feed upon your own imaginations, or the im1- 
ginations of any other men concerning them, Sweet is our God : 
his living preſence is exceedingly nouriſhing to thz Soul : preci- 
ous is his power felc in the heart : itis nolel(s then Life Eternal 
to Worſhip him in his Spirit. Olet not the Enemy of the Soul 
ch2at your Souls any longer of the precious things of his King. 
dom , with husky and dry food inſtead thereof, which only gra- 
tifieth the earthly part, but nouriſhetch not the immortal lite, 
Quelt. 6. How came the VVorſh:p of God to be transformed, and 
changed ſo from the Living Power , into ſuch dead formal wayes, as 
generally VV orſhippers in the world are found in ? | 
Anſw. The Enemy hath done this, by God's permiſſion. The 
Lord pleaſed to ſuffer him thus far to prevail againſt the Truth ; 
even to.get into the Form of it, and there to beg2t men into the 
Form, and then deny and turn againſt the Power. And this is 
the way of Anrichnſt in Kingdoms and Nations, even to ſet up 
a formal way of Worthip, and by it to fight againlt the true 
Power, | 
Queſt. 7, How long hath this been dane , and how long is it yet to 
laſt ? 
An(w. From Anticrift's beginning, all the time of his reign, 
until his overthrow. - The formal way of Religion will never be 
overturned, nor thz Power of Religion fin1 place in the Earth, 
but there will be ſtill countenancing of formal wayes of Worſhip, 
and turning head again(t the power and life of the Spirit , until 
Antichriſt's time come to an end, and the Lord conſume him by 
the Spirtt of his Mouth , and defttoy him by the brightneſs of his 
comnyg. | 
Queſt. 3. When ſhall this be ? 
An(w. The Lord is about this Work, He hath already raiſed 
ur that, Which hath not been raiſed up for many Generations : 


and th2 Lord hath ſorely ſmote down the Spirit of Antichriſt in 
many 


_Z Rb 
many hearts already ; and he is fetching a great and univeiſal 
blow at him : Which ſtroke, when it cometh from the Throne of 
God, the Nations thall cremble before him'; and it will be as 
honourable to wait for the movings of his Spirit, and to Worſhip 
him alone therein, as now it 1s reproachful, 
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Some Queſtions and Anſwers relating to Converſion, 
and to Tenderneſs of Conſcience, 


Queſt, VV" 1s the way of (, onverſion ? 


Anſw, To turn men from Darkneſs unto Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, 

-Quett, When is a man Converted ? 

Anſw, When he is gathered into the Light and into the Power, 
out of the darkneſs of Sin and dominions of Satan, 

Queſt. How is man Converted ? 

Anſw, By the operation of the Light and Power of God upon 
his Conſcience. | | 

Quett. 1» what Condition is the Conſcience, before God works up= 
on ut ? | 

Anſw, Hard and corrupt : hardened by ſelfiſh reaſonings and - 
dark imaginations ,againſt the convictions of the Light and opera- 
tions of the Power of God, and corrupted with the fin and iniqui- 
ty that dwels init. 

Queſt, What doth God make it, in h:s working upon it ? 

Anſw, Gentle and tender, fitto receive the impreſlions of his 
Spirit, By the influence and power of his Spirit on the Conſci- 
ence, he openeth the ear to heatken to his voyce, and prepareth 
the heatt to follow him in his leadinps. 

Queſt. How doth God carry on his work 1n the converted Soul ? 

Arſw. By keeping it low and tender, out or the ſelf-wiſdom 
and hardening reaſoninegs of the humane un: *r{tanding : by this 
means he keeps it plyable to the light and power of his Sparit. 


Queſt, 


- 
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þ - = Ts only the tender Conſcience then , fit ts be wrought npov 


 Anſw. Yeaindeed, that alone, The heart thatis hard, is in- 
conſiderate of the voyce of God, and Riff and ſtubborn againſt ir, 
having ever at hand ſome wiſdom or will of the fleſh, to withſtand 
the voyce and leadings of God by, 

Queſt, Who is it that preſerves the Conſcience tender ? 

Axſw. The Lord of the Conſcience. He, who made it, know- 


eth the proper cemper of it; and his Light and Power is alone able 


to preſerve it in that renderneſs, which he formeth it in, 
Quelt, What is it that hardens the Conſcience ? 


Anſw, The Wiſdom of the Fleſh. Man having gained a wif. 


dom out of the Light of God ; by the imaginations, reaſonings 
and ftrength thereot , hardens himſelf againit God. 

Quelt. What 1s moſt neceſſary for a max to be vigilant in, that de- 
fires ta have the work of Converſion go on in his heart ? 

Anſw. To be careful to turn trom and avoyd the reaſonings of 
man's Wiſdom, and to have his eye and ear open to the light and 
voyce of God's Spirit, that his Conſcience may be kept upright 
and clear before the Lord, 

Queſt. "hat tains the ( onſcience ? 

Anſw, Any diſobedience to God's Spirit, any hearkening un- 
to or following the voyce of a ſtrange ſpirit, This lets in the 
darkneſs, which defiles ; even as the Light cleanſes, 


Quelt. 1s a man then to expett ſuch a thing as the Lead;ngs of | 


God's Spirit in bus Conſcience ? 
+ Anſw. Aman cannot inherit the Kingdom of God,but he muſt 
be firlt born again, even bors of the Spirit, (10 ſaith the Scripture, 
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and ſo ſaith the experience of every one who feels the New Birth) | 


And when he is born of the Spirit, he is to abide with him,and 
learn the Law of the New Life, and receive Power from him dat- 
ly; orthe Spitit of darkneſs will ſoon get ground upon him, and 


by degrees be recovering him back again into his Domini- | 


ons. | 
Queſt. Swrely if it be thus; Hard is the Way of Religion, and few 


there be, who are found in the truth of it, 
_ The Way of Religion is hard indeed, and wholly con- 
trary both to Man's Wiſdom and Will, inſomuch as he cannot en- 


ter into it nox walk therein, but as they are cur down, He =_ 
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—_ mY — 


wilt bas Diſciple ta Chriſt, and follow the teadings of bis. Spixity — * © 


muſt deny himſelf wholly and became anothers, and be conrynt 
to Rand or fall to his own Maſter. He cannot pleaſe men, n$ not 
in his Worſhiping of God, but muſtturn from that which 1s Glo- 
rious in their eyes, and ſacrifice that Which is to them an abomi- 
nation. So that he muſt look to be condemned by men, who will 
he approved = me ry of Gon ſack bend, ati 

1eft, Why bath Gad put bis People upos ſuch hard(bip, as flill (in 
all < &5 and Gonerat wons = was fs 4 rary wt _— 
full to be the Objeft of its Harred, Scorn and Perſecution ? 

Anſw. How can it be otherwiſe, He begetting them in a Spizit 
contrary to the World, and whicktreRifieth again the World , 
bewing, that he Deeds tdexeof are Evit? How can the Spixit of 
the Weeks bar fill wn, againſt ſuch, and Hate and Perſecuts 
k ? E-al [. 

Queſt, How long ſhall i be thau ? 

ednſw. Till tiuih be raiſed by the. Power of God, into 
Dominon over the Spirit and Power of. D5akneis. The; Spirit of 
Life now ſuffers under the burthen of man's corruptions, in love 
to them fazving t@ fave them there-from, There 1s ſomewhat in 
every Sinner, that at ſeaſons groans under the weight of his Sins, 
and in ſome proportion ſtrives again(t the burthen thereof, This 
ſhall not alwaies lie underneath, but in the Day of the Lord riſe 
over the Tranſgreflor : and in that day ſhall ſrae! be Gloxious 
with his God, and receive Praiſe of Him, and be eaſed of all that 
hath Oppreſled him. ; 

Quelt. 1s there ſuch a day to be ? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teſtifie of ſuch a Day, . wherein the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted, and wherein He will take away the Rebuke of his 
People from off all the Earth, and bring down all that is High and 
Lifted up above the Fear and Spirit of the Lord : Andin this our 
Age, the Lord hath choſemmany: Meſſengers to run up and down 
and Proclaim this Day. And as ſure as the Lord liveth, what he 
hath ſpoken ſhall come to pals, and nor a Tittle of it fall to the 
ground, God did not make man for him to ſerve his own Luſts ; 
nor this Creation to ſerve the Luſts of Man : But he made Man 

2 Fear before and Serve his Creator ; and He made the Crea- 
* to be ordered by Man in the Fear and Wiſdom of God, to 
| the 
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| the Glory of God. The Spirit of God noiy groaneth under Man's 
Tniquity, the Spirits of his People” mourn and figh alſo, yea and 
the very Creatures groan under the Bondage of Corruption : And 
the God of Bowels heareth their Cry, and x Day, even a mighty 
day of Redemprion and Deliverance is determined, wherein the 
Spirit of the World ſhall be ſunk down with all its weight of wicks- | 
edneſle,and the Spitit of Life and Righteouſneſs riſe in its Glory, | 
Amen, Halel»;ah, Everlaſting praiſes to the Omnipotent One, 
Who was, and is, and # acommy ;" Who hath reigned, doth reign, 
and will reign over all thz Powers of Darkneſs, in che pure Power 
and Glory of his Life for evermore; Let all the Lambs skip for 
Joy, let all the Stars of the Morning ſhout : For the Darkneſs 
vaniſhech and is paſſing away, and the Light of Life ſhall cover 
the Earth, as'the Waters cover the Sea,” Amen, Halelnjah, 
Happy is the Eye that ſeeth this, and the Heart that prepareth 
for it, overlooking all that ſtands between, This is the Hope of 
Iſrael, and the ExpeCtation of all that wait for the Lord, which 


he is haſtening upon the Earth, ' 


Iſaac Penington. 


THE END, 


